CHAPTER II.

THE    TEMPTATION.

LET us delay a few more moments on the threshold of
our subject, while we consider an incident which is said
to have occurred just before Christ entered upon the
work of his life.

Signs miraculous or considered miraculous are said to
have attested the greatness of Christ's mission at the
moment of his baptism. There settled on his head a
dove, in which the Baptist saw a visible incarnation of
that Holy Spirit with which he declared that Christ should
baptize. A sound was heard in the sky which was
interpreted as the voice of God Himself, acknowledging
His beloved Son. In the agitation of mind caused by
his baptism, by the Baptist's designation of him as the
future prophet, and by these signs, Christ retired into the
wilderness; and there in solitude, and after a mental
struggle such as John perhaps had undergone before he
appeared as the prophet of the nation, matured that plan
of action which we see him executing with the firmest
assurance and consistency from the moment of his return
to society. A particular account, also involving some
miraculous circumstances, of the temptations with which
he contended successfully in the wilderness, is given in
our biographies.